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class citizens in their own country. We
know they are denied the same edu-
cational and job opportunities enjoyed
by Slavic Macedonians. We know that
Slavic Macedonians hold 90 percent of
the public sector jobs and they com-
pose 90 percent of the police force and
that 90 percent of the university stu-
dents are Slavic Macedonians. We
know that Albanians are even penal-
ized for speaking their own language.
Universities which use the Albanian
language are actually denied public
funds.

Macedonians and Albanians should
both have equal opportunities to use
their native languages. Albanians are
made to suffer in poorly funded schools
and universities because they speak,
quote, the wrong language. But that is
not all. Ethnic Albanians not only have
second- and third-rate schools, they
have bad roads and inadequate health
care.

There might be a time when Mac-
edonia earns our applause, Mr. Speak-
er, but that time has not arrived and it
will not until all of its people are treat-
ed equally. It will not until their con-
stitution recognizes ethnic Albanians
as citizens of Macedonia. It will not
until ethnic Albanians have the right
to use their own language. It will not
until ethnic Albanians have the right
to preserve their own cultural heritage.

Power sharing is not just about who
holds the positions in the government.
It is about who has what status in a so-
ciety as a whole.

This is no time for baby steps or
token gestures. This is the time for the
Macedonian government to take action
to remove the institutional discrimina-
tion against Albanian Macedonians.
This is the time for the Macedonian
government to take on initiatives that
make amends to the Albanian people.

The challenge of democracy is that it
does not ask leaders to do what is easy.
It challenges them to stand up and do
what is right.

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion let me say
that I hope that this ethnic violence in
Macedonia will cease and it can only
cease when equality is brought to all of
its people.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. GIB-
BONS). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. BURTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-

tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
ENGLISH) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. ENGLISH addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. PETER-
SON) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr.
LANGEVIN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. LANGEVIN addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION
IMPROVING THE WAY WE MEMO-
RIALIZE OUR FALLEN HEROES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. GRUCCI) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. GRUCCI. Mr. Speaker, with Me-
morial Day only 12 days from today,
veterans’ graves are graced with our
Nation’s flag on Memorial Day in my
district as is customary across our Na-
tion since the end of the Civil War.

However, too often these flags are re-
moved immediately after the Monday
observation of Memorial Day, not giv-
ing the sufficient recognition deserved
these fallen heroes. The original intent
of Memorial Day was for it to be a time
of reflection on our hard-earned free-
dom and to pay our respects to those
men and to those women who made the
ultimate sacrifice for the citizens of
our Nation and gave their lives to pre-
serve that freedom. Yet today the true
meaning of Memorial Day is often lost
to a sense of commercialism.

For this reason, local veterans orga-
nizations within my district have
partnered with one of our national
cemeteries, Calverton National Ceme-
tery, to improve the way we memori-
alize our fallen veterans. They leave
the American flags in place until May
31 so that they fly in honor of our
brave service men and women through
to the original date of Decoration Day,
May 30.

The flag is the symbol of America’s
greatness and all of its compassion,
perseverance and values. It is part of
the tapestry that has been woven with
the lives and the efforts of our men and
our women in uniform during times of
crises that makes America what it is.
It honors those brave service men and
women who have made the ultimate
sacrifice so that freedom, peace and de-
mocracy can be assured to all of us
here in this great Nation.

I and my colleagues from both sides
of the aisle have sponsored House Reso-
lution 120 which urges all cemeteries to

institute this policy of maintaining the
flags placed on the grave sites of Amer-
ican veterans on Memorial Day
through at least May 31.

Mr. Speaker, I call upon my col-
leagues to please join me in honoring
those men and women who gave their
lives to preserve our freedoms.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. MALONEY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. BIGGERT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. BIGGERT addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. DAVIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. DAVIS of California addressed
the House. Her remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

f

NATIONAL SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
WELDON) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to share with my
colleagues two items of concern rel-
ative to our national security. First of
all, about this time last year, we heard
a lot of ranting and raving in this
Chamber and on national TV, allega-
tions of massive fraud in our missile
testing program. In fact, Mr. Speaker,
53 of our colleagues signed a letter to
the FBI demanding an investigation of
a fraud that was alleged by an MIT pro-
fessor. The MIT professor said there
was abuse, there was waste, that the
Defense Department deliberately lied
and so did TRW.

We said let us get to the bottom be-
cause the investigation of this issue
was done before. We have not heard
anything from those 53 of our col-
leagues, Mr. Speaker, but a front page
story in Bloomberg Press by Tony
Capaccio cites the FBI in February
throwing the whole thing out, saying it
was nothing but a bunch of hogwash.

Mr. Speaker, I include for the
RECORD the Bloomberg news story,
‘‘FBI Clears TRW of Fraud Charge in
Missile Defense Test,’’ and the actual
FBI document. The Department of De-
fense has been completely exonerated.
For those 53 colleagues and for Ted
Postol, I think you owe the Depart-
ment of Defense an apology.
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